COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 31st January 2006 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott, Mayor




M T Weston, Deputy Mayor




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore



C P Kay




A M Lacey




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




R D Phelps




J A Shaw


District Councillor
Mrs P Evans

APOLOGIES: There were no apologies.

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 29th November 2005, having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

Proposed: Councillor A M Lacey
Seconded: Councillor C T Elsmore

The minutes of the special grants and budget meeting of the Council held on 13th December 2005, having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

Proposed: Councillor D J Atherley
Seconded: Councillor A M Lacey

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at this stage of the meeting.

FORMAL THANKS

District Councillor Mrs P Evans expressed her thanks to the Clerk to the Council, Mrs Mitchell, for all her help and hard work and wished her well in her new job. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

There were no matters arising.

172.
NOTIFICATION OF FORMAL EVALUATION OF TOWN CLERK 
GRADING

Notification had been received from NALC and SLCC that formal evaluation had been carried out and that the correct scale range for the Town Clerk’s post was 30-34 on the spinal Column Point Scale applicable to the National Agreement.  With effect from 1st April 2005 the post should have moved up from spine point 27 to 30.  It was confirmed that the Town Clerk was entitled to back pay for the period concerned.

173.
APPOINTMENT OF NEW TOWN CLERK
Councillor A M Lacey reported that of the short-listed candidates interviewed, Mrs Jane Lapington had emerged as the best candidate.  Following discussion it was agreed that Mrs Lapington should be offered the post of Town Clerk, initially on salary spinal point 30.

Proposed:  Councillor D J Atherley
Seconded:  Councillor C P Kay   

174.
TO CONSIDER TEMPORARY COVER PRIOR TO 
COMMENCEMENT OF EMPLOYMENT OF TOWN CLERK 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott introduced Mr Alan Clarke to the Council and it was agreed that he should take on the role of minute secretary on a temporary basis.


Proposed:  Councillor N W Penny
Seconded:  Councillor R D Phelps

175.
MENTORING OF NEW TOWN CLERK

Members discussed and agreed recommendations for temporary cover in the office by a qualified and experienced Clerk, who would also act as mentor to the new Town Clerk when in post.  The monitoring will happen over a month and then be reviewed.  Further formal training appropriate for the role is to be arranged.  

Proposed:  Councillor J A Shaw
Seconded:  Councillor Mrs J Baynham

176.
FUNDING FOR STREET WARDENS

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M T Weston advised members that Town and Parish Councils were now asked to make a contribution towards the cost of Street Wardens due to lack of secured funding.  A suggested scale had been drawn up and against this Coleford’s expected contribution would be between £850 and £1,000 with effect from 1 April 2007.  The Town Clerk advised that this could add about 30p per household to the annual precept.


Before discussing making a payment, members agreed that the District 
Council should be asked to explain in detail the work that Street Wardens 
carry out in Coleford and what they propose to carry out in the future.


Proposed:  Councillor A M Lacey
Seconded:  Councillor M T Weston

177.
TOWN EVENTS LEAFLETS

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott reported that the cost of producing 15,000 town events leaflets would be £1,000.  Members agreed that this was a reasonable sum and printing should go ahead.



Proposed:  Councillor M T Weston
Seconded:  Councillor R D Phelps

178.
DISPOSAL OF OLD OFFICE COMPUTERS


Members discussed options for disposal of old office computers and 
agreed that the preferred option would be to donate them to an appropriate 
charity. 


Proposed:  Councillor N W Penny
Seconded:  Councillor C Lusty

179.
TO ARRANGE MEETING OF CEMETERY COMMITTEE

A meeting was required to discuss work regarding tree management and headstone maintenance at Coleford Cemetery.  A site meeting for Committee Members was agreed for Saturday 4th February at 10:00am.

180.
TO ARRANGE MEETING OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE WORKING PARTY
A meeting of the Working Party was agreed for Friday 10th February at 3:30pm.

District Councillor Mrs P Evans left the meeting at 7:40pm.

181.
TO ARRANGE MEETING OF STANDING ORDERS WORKING 
PARTY

It was agreed to start the process of revising the Town Council’s Standing 
Orders prior to forthcoming Planning Meetings.  Advice will be sought 
from GAPTC as appropriate.  Once the process has been completed the 
revised Standing Orders will be put before the full Council for approval.

182.
PLANS 

The recommendations of the Planning Sub Committee Meetings held on 10th January were accepted.
Proposed:  Councillor A M Lacey
Seconded:  Councillor C Lusty
DF5497/N/LDC
Rushmere Farm, Crossways, Coleford

(P1919/05/LD1)

DEVELOPMENT
Application under Section 191 to establish the use of land camping and caravan site.    (Up to 12 caravans and 30 tents)

OBSERVATIONS
Support application

DF423/F

Land at Crown Park Estate, Edenwall Road, Coalway,

(P1926/05/FUL)
Coleford

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a detached dwelling and detached double private car garage

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

DF13399

23 Coalway Road, Coleford

(P1931/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a conservatory

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

DF1601/D

Opportunities Centre, St Johns School, Bowens Hill 

(P1932/05/FUL)
Road, Coleford

DEVELOPMENT
Construction of a canopy to provide cover for outdoor play area

OBSERVATIONS
Support application

DF1092/4/S

Land at Lords Gate, Lords Hill, Coleford

(P1956/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Variation of condition (g) of DF1092/3/F, to allow ownership of public car parking spaces by individuals and open space to be privately owned

OBSERVATIONS
The Town Council wish to know if the entrance road to Lords Gate will be adopted.  If not will the owners of the car parking spaces be required to contribute to its maintenance? 

DF4825/E

Broadwell Boys Club, Wynols Road, Broadwell, Coleford

(P1952/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Amendment to previously approved scheme DF4825/D, to allow window alterations to Plot 7

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

DF270/5/T

4 Greenfields Road, Coleford

(P1895/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Removal of conditions (03 & 04) of DF270/5/N.  (To allow an additional window and windows that open in the bathrooms)

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

P0026/06/DEM
Major Cottage, Station Road, Milkwall, Coleford

Application for Determination as to whether prior approval is required for further details.  Demolition of Major Cottage

OBSERVATIONS
The Town Council wishes to support this application

The recommendations of the Planning Sub Committee Meetings held on 31st January were accepted.
Proposed:  Councillor A M Lacey
Seconded:  Councillor C Lusty
FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal Decision

Appeal Ref: APP/P1615/A/05/1187138

Shangri La, 3 Grove Road, Berry Hill, Coleford, Glos. GL16 8QU 

· The appeal is made under section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 against a refusal to grant plant permission

· The appeal is made by Mr William Lewis against the decision of Forest of Dean District Council

· The application Ref. DF4525/C*, dated 18 May 2005, was refused by notice dated 27 July 2005

· The development proposed is lean-to shed

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Town and Country Planning Act, 1990

Appeal By: Mount of Olives Church

Site: Engelhard Technologies Ltd, Mushet Industrial Park, Coleford, Glos

Development: Change of use from a light industrial unit to a place of assembly with associated facilities.

Planning Inspectorate Ref: APP/P1615/A/06/2006144

Room No: 3/18b Eagle Wing


Starting Date: 12.01.06

Case Officer: Martin Hillier

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

DF13029/E
Land at Kingsway, Broadwell

(P1807/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of two detached dwellings.  Alterations to vehicular access.  (Revised Scheme)

The above application has been withdrawn, and no further action will be taken on it

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

DF13029/D
Barn, Kingsway, Broadwell

(P1808/05/COU)

DEVELOPMENT 
Change of use and extension to existing barn to create a dwelling.  Alterations to vehicular access.  (Revised Scheme)

The above application has been withdrawn, and no further action will be taken on it

DF10041/C
Land at 71 Gloucester Road, Coleford

(P1864/05/OUT)

DEVELOPMENT
Outline application for the erection of one dwelling.  Alterations to vehicular access.

The above application has been withdrawn, and no further action will be taken on it

DF13233/A
2A/2B Campbell Road, Broadwell, Coleford

(P0033/06/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a detached dwelling.  Alterations to vehicular access.

OBSERVATIONS
Objection on grounds of hydraulic overload and overcrowding of area.

DF11770/A
Hazeldean, Gorsty Knoll, Coleford

(P0030/06/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Alterations and erection of a two storey extension

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

DF515/D
Dial House, Lords Hill, Coleford

(P0041/06/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Alterations, extension and conversion of existing buildings and coach house to create four, one bedroomed apartments with ancillary works.  Alterations to vehicular access (Revised Scheme)

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

DF4012/M
Pingry Farm, Pingry Lane, Coleford

(P0052/06/COU)

DEVELOPMENT
Change of use of part of an existing agricultural building to form Class B8 uses.  (Revised Scheme)

OBSERVATIONS    No objection

DF 12910/C

64 Gloucester Road, Coleford

(P1723/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a detached dwelling with integral private car garage.  (Revised Scheme)

OBSERVATIONS
 Objection hydraulic overload.

DF9260/A

12 Boxbush Road, Coleford

(P0063/06/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a single storey rear extension.

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

DF270/5/U

3 Orchard Road, Coleford

(P0081/06/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT        Alterations and extensions to dwelling and rebuilding of detached garage.

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

DF13411

15 Gloucester Road, Coleford

(P0099/06/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Installation of replacement ground and first floor windows on front elevation

OBSERVATIONS
No objection

CORRESPONDENCE

183.
POLICE RESTRUCTURING

A reply had been received from the Rt. Hon. David Davies MP regarding the Home Secretary’s proposals in which he supported the Town Council’s views opposing proposals for police restructuring.


Councillor D J Atherley reported that he had also written to the Home 
Secretary and was awaiting a response from his Department.

184.
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT FOR MINERALS – WASTE MANAGEMENT
A letter had been received from the County Council saying that the plan had now been adopted and thanked those who had contributed to the consultation process.

185.
ODPM - STANDARDS OF CONDUCT DISCUSSION PAPER

A discussion paper has been issued by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.  Councillor Mrs S Merrikin agreed to look at the paper on behalf of the Town Council.

186.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - UNIFICATION OF 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE REGISTRATION DISTRICT

Notification had been received from Gloucestershire County Council of proposals to unify registration services at a central office in Cheltenham.  
In view of the short period of consultation the Town Clerk had sent a 
letter objecting to the changes in line with comments made by several other local councils.

Following discussion Members agreed that further points of objection concerning cost of bus fares, time taken for journeying to Cheltenham and the effect particularly on those on social benefits should be conveyed to the County Council.

187.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - DRAFT CYCLING 
STRATEGY

Due to the very short consultation period a response had been sent to the County Council regarding the draft Cycling Strategy.  Copies will be circulated to members.  The deadline for consultation has now been extended to 31st March 2006 and members were invited to add any additional comments to the County Council.
188.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - DRAFT WALKING 
STRATEGY

Due to the very short consultation period a response had been sent to the County Council regarding the draft Walking Strategy.  Copies will be circulated to members.  The deadline for consultation has now been extended to 31st March 2006 and members were invited to add any additional comments to the County Council.

189.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – PROVISIONAL LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN

A response had been sent to the Strategic Environment Assessment Environment Report on the to the County Council’s Provisional Local Transport Plan 2006-2011 and copies will be circulated to members.

Members expressed concern at the very short consultation periods attached to many of the documents issued by the County Council.  After discussion it was proposed that the County Council should be asked to define what they mean by consultation and to explain how they deal with the comments they receive.


Proposed:  Councillor A M Lacey
Seconded:  Councillor C P Kay

190.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH FIELD OFFICER

Members noted a request from the West Gloucestershire Neighbourhood Watch Field Officer to help identify groups or individuals willing to help set up new schemes.

191.
CITIZEN NEWSPAPER £10,000 GOLDEN GIVEAWAY 
Lakers School have launched an appeal for the collection of tokens issued in local newspapers between 2nd February and 2nd March 2006 as part of fund raising to provide activities in the Summer Holidays.

192.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – GREAT 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE DEBATE

Members noted the notification of an initiative covering the production and consumption of food within Gloucestershire.  The consultation period lasts until 31st March 2006.

193.
FOREST OF DEAN RADIO – TRAINING COURSES


Members agreed the benefits of this initiative and several members 
expressed interest in being involved.

194.
COMMUNITY CENTRE BEQUEST

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott informed members that a bequest of £5,000 to the new Community Centre had been made in the will of a local resident.  It was agreed that the bequest should be held in the Town Council’s high interest account until the Social Enterprise Management Company was set up to administer the money. 
195.
MEMBER’S REPORTS

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott referred to the notes from the bi monthly meeting with the County Highways and reported that the Highways Department would be installing a painted “gateway” on the road surface at the start of the 40 mph zone at Berry Hill crossroads.


Councillor D J Atherley presented his report from the PCCM Meeting 

Councillor Mrs J Baynham informed members that at the Forest Health Forum to be held at Bream Community Centre on 7th March there would be an opportunity to meet Jeff James who will be speaking on the future development of Mental Health.  It was important that the public attend this meeting which commences at 7.00pm.  Some of the proposed changes would reduce the number of governors in the Forest of Dean from 3 to 2.

A play is to be held at Highnam Village Hall on Friday 3rd March at 
2:00pm focussing on the effects of diabetes.

Councillor Mrs J Baynham reported that a meeting regarding the reorganisation of the NHS is to be held in Gloucester on Wednesday 15th February 2006 at Oxstalls Tennis Centre between 3pm - 6pm.

Councillor R D Phelps highlighted a security concern relating to the door of the Clock Tower.  He also voiced Health and Safety concerns regarding the positioning of a water pipe inside the door and with pigeon droppings.  Members agreed that a meeting should be held with the contractors responsible for maintenance.

Councillor R D Phelps reported the danger of a broken manhole cover outside public toilets as well as evidence of drug taking at the toilets.

Councillor J A Shaw said he was not able to attend the AONB Seminar on Saturday 4th February.  Councillor D J Atherley would still be attending.  It was agreed that Mrs Atherley be asked to attend as 2nd representative

Councillor J A Shaw reported an article in the Clerk and Council magazine “Direct” which contained useful information on the responsibilities of Councillors and Clerks.  It was agreed to distribute copies to all members.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin reported two recent incidents of players breaking legs during matches on the King George V Playing Field recently.  There was no suggestion that these injuries were due to the condition of the pitch.  Coleford AFC was holding a fundraising event for one of the players concerned.

Councillor N W Penny reported on an Event Organisers Conference held on 21st January 2006 relating to new licensing laws.  He will produce a report for circulation to members.  

He reported on the workshop at which young people from 
Cornwall had given a presentation on how to set up and run a film festival for young people. This had been well received with a great deal of positive feedback.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin presented a report on the West Gloucestershire Carboniferous Aggregates Project.  Copies to be circulated to Members.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M T Weston recommended that the District Council be approached with a view to increasing resources to deal with burials over the Christmas and New Year period in order to relieve the distress of relatives.  Members agreed.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott reported that following a MCTA Conference, she had invited Jim Knight, DEFRA Minister for Rural Affairs, Landscape and Biodiversity to visit the Forest of Dean.  This will be dealt with through Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum.

196.
ACCOUNTS

Monthly Payments 

Cheques to the value of £12,692.47p had been written.  Invoices had been checked and found to be in order by Councillor N W Penny who proposed payment. This was seconded by Councillor R D Phelps.

.

Quarterly Financial Statements 
Copies of the Council’s Income and Expenditure for December 2005 were distributed to Members.  Councillor J A Shaw asked if in future this information could be distributed in advance of the meeting so that 
Members could have time to analyse the contents.

PRESENTATION 

To formally mark the end of her service as Town Clerk and in recognition of her hard work during her time in office, the Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott and Deputy Mayor, Councillor M T Weston presented Mrs Valerie Mitchell with a bouquet and a gift on behalf of the Town Council.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9:00pm.
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